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As much as any set of 
holidays can represent 
moments of 
remembrance, 
contemplation, and 
celebration for many 
people, there are also 
those who find such 
times unsettling, 
annoying, bewildering, or 
even in extreme cases, 
emotionally distressing. 

Such disquiet or 
dissonance can be due to 
various personal or 
societal factors that 
overshadow or distort the 
intentions behind 
seasonal observances. 

For some (perhaps 
many), holidays are times 
of stress, anxiety, and 
conflict. They may prefer 
to avoid the collateral 
loneliness, isolation, 
alienation, and reminders 
of animosity between 
family or friends. 

Some may perceive 
so-called holidays as 
culturally contrived, 
socially imposed, 
artificially induced, 
and arbitrary 
commemorations 
motivated by 
sentimentality or 
indulgence. 

Expectations to 
exhibit hospitality can 
subject some of us to 
undesirable pressure to 
impress others or gain 
affirmation. 

Remember 
Martha's complaint to 
Jesus about her sister 
being seemingly 
"idle," while she 
worked so diligently 
to prepare their home 
to be "suitable" for the 
Lord's visit (Luke 
10:38-42). 

Beyond symptomatic 
stress and "holiday 
blues," some individuals 
may consider the 
requisite revelry during 
such times to be a 
bothersome, vexing, and 
disingenuous affectation. 

They may pose the 
question: Is the 
sometimes flamboyant 
and even gaudy joviality 
of Christmas merely a 
veneer of denial or 
evasion of the suffering 
and bleakness that exists 
in the world? 

For many, the 
"season" of Christmas is 
simply a season of home 
and hearth, or a season of 
plausibly demonstrative 
good will and generosity. 

Part of the 
shortcoming of defining 
or limiting a focus on the 
Incarnation of Jesus to a 
calendar interval is the 


SEA OF TREES 

FROM BI - 

Kinney goes on to say 
“I’m excited to see the 
event grow in the coming 
years as our flagship 
fundraiser for The Protect 
Center and a family 
activity we all look 
forward too each year.” 

Admission to the Sea 
of Trees is $10 per person 
— 100% of which is 
donated to the 
development of a 56,000 
gallon dolphin ICU 
habitat. 

Kinney shares that 
general admission 
combined with 
sponsorships for trees by 
local businesses will 
hopefully raise $50,000 
over the season for the 
ICU project. 

Nancy Cooper, 
President of DPMMR 
(the non-profit that 
operates The Protect 
Center) explains that the 
ICU is cornerstone to 


rnation or Illusion? 


challenge of sustaining 
any intended 
enlightenment, esteem, 
and positivity beyond a 
transitory time frame. 

For the more neurotic 
and cynical, it may be 
simply a season of 
socially acceptable 
materialism or 
compulsory confrontation 
with familial rivalries and 
strife. 

Undoubtedly, we 
should be sympathetic to 
those who struggle to 
maintain or manifest the 
typically expected 
merriment, cheerfulness, 
and enthusiasm during 
this time of year. 

As believers, we must 
also understand that any 
time that we take to 
contemplate the 
Incarnation and its 
implications for life does 
not merely represent an 
effort to make ourselves 
or anyone else simply 
"feel better." 

Historically, 
Christianity appeared to 
have attempted to inject 
itself into prevailing 
annual year-end 
traditions and rituals, 
with a presumed intent of 
memorializing the 
Incarnation. It would 
only be natural to wonder 
how successful this 
"Christianizing" of 
cultural customs has 
actually been. 


pretension can only serve 
to divert us away from 
seeking true peace and 
purpose within ourselves, 
true reconciliation and 
harmony with one 
another, and a true 
relationship with our 
Creator. 

In the film "Star Trek: 
Generations," Captain 
Jean-Luc Picard of the 
24th century starship 
U.S.S. Enterprise finds 
himself, through a series 
of events, transported 
into a trans-dimensional 
realm known as the 
Nexus, where an 
individual's localized 
reality is reshaped by 
one's inner wishes and 
desires. 

Picard's current state 
is the direct result of 
another man's obsession 
with returning to the 
supposed bliss of the 
Nexus from which he 
was "rescued" against his 
will. 

This person, Tolian 
Soran, has manipulated 
circumstances to ensure 
his objective, while 
wreaking havoc and 
causing cataclysmic 
carnage along the way, 
including the destruction 
of an entire solar system. 

Soran's continued 
efforts to return to the 
Nexus threaten yet 
another star system, 
along with the Enterprise 
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Does society possess 
an ambiguous or 
inaccurate impression of 
the meaning of the 
Incarnation? 

Do we, as believers, 
properly emphasize its 
significance and 
relevance? Or do we 
instead continue to 
promote or endorse an 
illusion of pomp and 
pleasantry amidst the 
unrest and contention of 
reality? 

We should be careful 
to avoid obscuring our 
faith with ostentatious 
ornamentation that 
distracts or detracts from 
the essence of the gospel 
of grace and redemption. 

Certainly, one thing 
we do not desire is that a 
commemoration of the 
Incarnation should end 
up presenting as simply 
an illusion of spirituality 
and altruism that merely 
masks pain and turmoil. 

Such facades and 


protecting marine 
mammals in the Keys 
region. 

“Currently when we 
rescue a stranded dolphin, 
our only option is to 
transport the animal over 
four hours away for 
rehabilitation, or 
worst-case scenario, if 
another facility cannot 
accept them for 
rehabilitation — humanely 
euthanize the animal.” 

Cooper explains that 
they hope to get away 
from both of these 
options and alternatively 
be able to return to 
rehabilitating and 
releasing injured marine 
life without leaving their 
Keys home. 

“DPMMR is the only 
organization in the 
Florida Keys authorized 
to respond to sick and 
injured cetaceans (whales 
& dolphins) in the Florida 
Keys, but we are not 
currently authorized to 


itself and its crew. 

Within the Nexus, 
Picard experiences a 
sweet and delightful 
Christmas morning with 
a wife and children, none 
of whom exist in the "real 
world." 

As much as he 
cherishes this moment, 
Picard ultimately comes 
to realize that he is 
trapped in an idyllic 
illusion of a life that 
never was, while outside 
the Nexus, in "normal" 
space and time, his crew 
and colleagues as well as 
hundreds of millions of 
lives hang in the balance. 

As it happens, about 
78 years earlier, a famous 
former captain of a 
previous starship named 
Enterprise was 
unexpectedly and 
unknowingly caught in 
the Nexus and has been 
immersed in his own 
provincial fantasy ever 
since. 


care for marine mammals 
long-term for 
rehabilitative care. We 
have the expertise to offer 
lifesaving care, but 
currently lack the 
facilities to do so.” 

As of February of this 
year, DPMMR has held a 
lease on the old Latitudes 
27 gift store, now known 
as The Protect Center. 

Cooper shared that 
leadership is working 
with the Village of 
Islamorada to complete 
the permitting process to 
use the property for 
marine mammal 
rehabilitation, and once 
permits are complete they 
will move forward with 
building out the ICU 
pool. 

“We have already 
purchased the pool that 
will be installed on-site, 
and the Sea of Trees is 
helping us develop the 
robust filtration systems 
required to support a 


Part of the perplexity 
of the Nexus is that there 
is no sense of time, at 
least not as far as it 
would occur normally. 

Thus, Captain Picard 
meets up with Captain 
James T. Kirk and 
attempts to persuade Kirk 
to leave the alluring 
comfort of the Nexus 
with him to help avert 
further catastrophe. 

Of course, Kirk is 
initially hesitant, having 
experienced a life in the 
Nexus with a woman he 
once loved. 


KIRK: She isn't real 
either, is she? Nothing 
here is. ... Nothing here 
matters. You know, maybe 
this is less about an 
empty house than that 
empty chair on the bridge 
of the Enterprise. Ever 
since I left Starfleet, I 
haven't made a 
difference. ... Captain of 
the Enterprise, huh? 
PICARD: That's right. 
KIRK: Close to 
retirement? 

PICARD: I'm not 
planning on it. ... Come 
back with me. Help me 
stop Soran. Make a 
difference again. 

KIRK: Who am I to argue 
with the Captain of the 
Enterprise? 


If we are able to 
overcome fallacies and 
fantasies that can blur 
our views and baffle 
our thoughts on life, 
truth, and reality, we 
can perhaps begin to 
better understand our 
human condition and to 
more clearly ascertain 
what matters. 

Indeed, as we seek 
the meaning and 
purpose of the 
Incarnation, we can 
begin to divine the 
meaning and purpose 
of humanity itself, both 
collectively and 
individually. 

No less a source 
than the Bible provides 
us with clarification. 
Jesus came to fulfill the 
Law (Matthew 5:17, 
Romans 3:25-26); to 
glorify his Father (John 
12:27, John 17:4); to 
testify to the truth (John 
18:37); to offer salvation 
(Luke 19:10, 1 Timothy 
1:15, Mark 10:45); to 
give life (John 10:10) and 
overcome death 
(Hebrews 2:14). 

Let us pray that we 
may be empowered by 
the Spirit to shatter any 
illusion of Christmas that 
we or others may suffer 
from, and to reveal to 
ourselves and others the 
reality and truth of the 
Incarnation. 

This reality and truth 
demonstrate God's great 
love and promise 
atonement and salvation 
through the redeeming 
work of Jesus's birth, life, 
death, and resurrection. 


group of dolphins 
undergoing 
rehabilitation.” 

That system, Cooper 
says, will cost over a 
quarter-million dollars 
once complete. 

Art Cooper, the 
Founder of DPMMR, has 
been responding to 
injured marine life in the 
Florida Keys for over 30 
years and historically led 
the Marine Mammal 
Conservancy in Key 
Largo for many years. 

Art Cooper says he’s 
looking forward to 
getting back to helping 
Keys dolphins get a 
second chance at life. 

“Our team is on-call 
365 days of the year to 
respond to marine 
mammals. The way I see 
it, these critters are part 
of our Keys family, and 
they deserve the same 
protection and help we 
give birds, turtles, and 
other marine life. This 
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On Friday, December 
15th, 2023, L.B. Helms, 
the head of one of 
Homestead’s former 
farming families, passed 
away peacefully in his 
sleep at the age of 97. 

Known for his 
flirtatious demeanor, 
witty sense of humor and 
big heart, L.B. leaves 
behind family, friends 
and a legacy as rich as the 
farmland he tilled for so 
many years. 


L.B. Helms 


a 


He served his country in the Army. Upon his 
retirement, he resided in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee. 

He is preceded in death by his wife, Flossie Lee 
Helms and brothers Bud Helms and Jack Helms. 

He is survived by his wife Janet Helms; daughter 
Becky, sons Danny (Sharon), Bobby (Judy), Benny 
(Pam) and Scottie; grandchildren Jennifer 
Helms-Shelley (Steve), Jason Helms (Krystal), Kristen 
Helms-Wilkerson (Jason), Brian Helms (Christine), 
Robert Helms, Brittary Farias (Frankie), Julie Arnce 
(J.R.) and Natalie Sizemore (Wesley) and 17 great 


grandchildren. 


L.B.’s farming in Homestead spans almost 7 
decades. He farmed tomatoes, green beans and squash 
and started Florida City Produce. His sons helped him 
farm and Becky managed the office. His passion for 
farming was also passed to his grandchildren who all 


participated in some way. 


Visitation will be Thursday, December 28th, 2023, 
6-8 pm at Caballero Rivero Palms Woodlawn in 
Homestead. Please join us to share your stories about 


L.B. with us. 


Church service will be on Friday, December 29th, 
2023, at llam at the First Baptist Church of 
Homestead on Krome Avenue. Burial will follow at 
Caballero Rivero Palms Woodlawn. 

L.B. was known for his red suspenders. If you have 


a pair, please wear them. 


To submit an obituary or death notice, 
email wording and jpg photo to 
info@newsleadermail.com, 305-245-231 | 
Print deadline is Wednesday at noon. 


Temple Hatikvah 


Homestead Jewish Center 


A Reform Congregation 
183 NE 8th St., Homestead 


For information please call 
305-454-4944 


Cabinet Slated for 
Four Meetings 


NSF - 

Gov. Ron DeSantis 
and the Florida Cabinet 
on Tuesday agreed to 
meet four times in 2024, a 
slightly lighter schedule 
than in 2023. 

Meeting by phone, 
DeSantis, Attorney 
General Ashley Moody, 
Chief Financial Officer 
Jimmy Patronis, and 
Agriculture 
Commissioner Wilton 
Simpson approved a 
schedule that includes 
Cabinet meetings on 
March 26, June 11, Sept. 
24 and Dec. 17. 

They also are expected 
to meet in their role as the 
state clemency board on 
March 27, June 12, Sept. 
25 and Dec. 18. 
Tuesday’s meetin 
marked the fifth Cabinet 
meeting this year. 

DeSantis and the 
Cabinet last met in person 
on May 23. The only 
other in-person meeting 
was on Jan. 17. 


ICU pool is going to have 
a great effect on our 
ability to truly 
rehabilitate and give 
dolphins a second chance 
at life in our own 
backyards.” Cooper goes 
on to add “but it takes a 
village.” 

On the 22nd and 
23rd, the final two 
“Santa’s Villages” of this 
year’s Sea of Trees will 
take place. 

Santa’s village offers 
kids the opportunity to 
meet with Santa, to craft 
a take home keepsake, 
and enjoy a cup of Hot 
Cocoa. 

The Sea of Trees is 
also the perfect place to 
snap a few holiday 
photos, enjoy a pre- or 
post- dinner glass of 
wine, or finish some of 


Other meetings were 
held by phone. DeSantis, 
Moody and Patronis also 
held a call on Sept. 18 in 
their role as trustees of 
the State Board of 
Administration. 

By comparison, when 
then-Gov. Rick Scott, 
then-Attorney General 
Pam Bondi, then-CFO 
Jeff Atwater and 
then-Agriculture 
Commissioner Adam 
Putnam first entered 
office in 2011, they met 
18 times that year. 

During the next six 
years, the governor and 
Cabinet met between 11 
and 15 times annually. 

Patronis replaced 
Atwater in 2017. In 2018, 
the Cabinet held nine 
meetings, including two 
teleconferences. 

Under former Gov. 
Charlie Crist and former 
Gov. Jeb Bush, the 
Cabinet met about 20 
times a year. 


your holiday shopping, 
all while giving the gift 
of a second chance at life 
for our Florida Keys 
marine mammals. 

The Florida Keys Sea 
of Trees is located at The 
Protect Center in 
Islamorada (82748 
Overseas Highway, MM 
82 Bayside). 

Visitors can find more 
information and even 
reserve passes to the 
event online at 
connecttoprotect.org/trees. 

If you encounter a 
marine mammal in 
distress please call 
1-888-404-FWCC or 
1-888-404-3922. 
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